
 

 
Three out of the seven seats on the Ohio Supreme Court are up for election on November 5. The Court is composed of four 
Republican and three Democratic justices. One of the three races is for an open seat: vying for the position are Democrat Lisa 
Forbes, an Eighth District Court of Appeals judge, and Republican Dan Hawkins, a judge for the Franklin County Court of 
Common Pleas. The winning candidate will complete the two years remaining in the six-year term of Justice Joseph Deters. 
(Deters, appointed to fill a vacancy on the court, is vacating his position to challenge Justice Melody Stewart for a full six-year 
term on the court.) 
 
The Ohio Supreme Court decides questions of state law that can have a significant impact. Some recent highlights:  

• Redistricting maps governing state House and Senate seats and Congressional seats in ways that favor Republican 
candidates have already come before the Ohio Supreme Court several times. Ohio voters will decide on 
a constitutional amendment this November that would create an independent redistricting process. If the measure 
passes, redistricting is expected to come before the Ohio Supreme Court again. 
 

• The Court allowed the “Reproductive Freedom” amendment initiative to remain on the ballot in response to efforts 
to have it removed. Now that the constitutional protections for abortion access have gone into effect, the Court is 
expected to face legal disputes as abortion opponents seek to reduce or weaken the impact of the new amendment.  
 

• A group of school districts is suing the state over the use of vouchers to fund private schools, saying the program is 
harming public education. The suit is before the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas and is expected to 
eventually reach the Ohio Supreme Court.  

 
To help you decide how to vote in this election, we’ve assembled background about the candidates’ education and previous 
work experience, along with public statements and publicized endorsements, to indicate how they might rule on key issues in 
the future. 
 

 
 

LISA FORBES 
forbesforjustice.com 

 
Judge Lisa Forbes graduated from Cornell University and 
earned her law degree from Case Western Reserve School of 
Law. After clerking for a U.S. District Court judge, she 
practiced civil litigation, working for two law firms over 27 
years. In 2020 she won a seat on the Eighth District Court of 
Appeals, where she now serves.  

 
She has served on boards to “provide access to opportunity 
for some of Cuyahoga County’s most vulnerable residents,” 
including The Centers, which provides health care, family 
support, and workforce development, to low-income 
Ohioans. 

DAN HAWKINS 
hawkinsforjustice.com 

 
Judge Dan Hawkins graduated from Bowling Green State 
University and earned his law degree from Ohio State 
University Moritz College of Law. He worked as a 
prosecutor in Franklin County for 13 years, 10 of them as 
director of the Special Victims Unit, which specializes in 
crimes of violence against women and children. In 2013 he 
was appointed to the Franklin County Municipal Court’s 
environmental division and then won an election for the 
seat. In 2018, he was elected to the Franklin County Court 
of Common Pleas, where he now serves. 
 
He is a member of the Federalist Society. 
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• On abortion, Forbes says she’s concerned that 
state lawmakers are speaking “openly about 
avoiding doing the will of the people, about 
working around the reproductive freedom 
amendment to the Ohio Constitution.… That kind 
of defiance of the will of the people strikes at the 
heart of our democracy.” 

• On criminal justice, she says she wants to build a 
sentencing database to help courts better 
determine the seriousness of an individual’s 
criminal conduct, saying such a database “is about 
fundamental fairness.” She supported the Court 
decision that public safety not be a part of 
deciding bail, but rather at a hearing to decide 
whether the defendant should be freed on bond 
at all. 

• On LGBTQ rights, no specific position found. 
Forbes says she wants “to do my part to ensure 
the Ohio Supreme Court protects the rights of all 
Ohioans.” The Court “should be a firewall that 
protects individual rights and freedoms.” “I will 
not support unconstitutional attempts to reduce 
the rights of Ohioans,” she said. 

• On her judicial philosophy, she says, “I am 
beholden to the law and I will follow the law 
wherever it takes me, regardless of how many 
people agree or disagree with me.” 

• On abortion, no specific position found. Hawkins 
said he would provide “a good solid conservative 
voice on the court for years to come.” 
 

• On criminal justice, he disagreed with an Ohio 
Supreme Court decision that judges could 
consider only a defendant’s flight risk when 
setting bail amounts. He endorsed an amendment 
to the state constitution, which later passed, 
allowing judges to consider public safety, as well 
as flight risk, when setting bail. Regarding a 
sentencing database, he said that more 
information would help judges make better 
decisions, but those decisions are based on the 
individual facts of a case. 
 

• On LGBTQ rights, no specific position found.  
 

• On his judicial philosophy, Hawkins said he 
believes in originalism and textualism. “You 
interpret the law based on the plain meaning of 
the words of the law or the statute at the time 
they were enacted.” He adheres to “Republican 
values” and the “traditions and principles that 
make our state great.” 

Forbes’ endorsements include The Plain Dealer, Planned 
Parenthood Advocates of Ohio, Ohio Federation of 
Teachers, Ohio Association of Professional Firefighters, 
Ohio Environmental Council Action, AFL-CIO Ohio, Ohio 
Citizen Action, the mayors of Cincinnati and Cleveland, and 
Teamsters Ohio D.R.I.V.E. 

Hawkins’ endorsements include Ohio Right to Life, the 
Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio, Ohio Republican Party, 
the Ohio Alliance for Civil Justice, the Ohio Patrolmen’s 
Benevolent Association, and four business advocacy 
associations: the Ohio Chamber of Commerce, Ohio 
Business Roundtable, Ohio Farm Bureau, and NFIB Ohio. 

 
guides.vote is a nonpartisan effort to show where candidates stand. We do not support or 
oppose any political party or candidate. We include candidates polling 15% or more; use the QR 
code on the right for online versions, including links to credible sources and other candidates. 
Vote411.org offers guides to local races and how to vote. For campuses, see Campus Vote 
Project’s state-specific guides to student voting rules. 
 
 

guides.vote | facebook/guides.vote | @guidesvote | instagram/guides.vote 
 

https://youtu.be/PYf2KaMYc7g?t=64
https://youtu.be/PYf2KaMYc7g?t=64
https://www.judicialvotescount.org/find-your-candidates/2024-primary/butler/lisa--forbes-2903/
https://www.forbesforjustice.com/
https://youtu.be/CvdeyR79AyY?t=89
https://youtu.be/CvdeyR79AyY?t=89
https://www.forbesforjustice.com/
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2024/04/ohio-supreme-court-candidates-talk-law-politics-as-campaigns-take-shape.html&subscribed=auth0%7C67230ae7fee2c928a3e7e993
https://www.aol.com/ohio-supreme-court-race-2024-015512888.html
https://youtu.be/5keTUZ4L1K8?t=243
https://youtu.be/5keTUZ4L1K8?t=243
https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2022/10/27/judge-dan-hawkins-issue-1-is-about-public-safety-ohio-election-2022-columbus-franklin-county/69592816007/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/rod/docs/pdf/0/2022/2022-Ohio-8.pdf
https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2022/10/27/judge-dan-hawkins-issue-1-is-about-public-safety-ohio-election-2022-columbus-franklin-county/69592816007/
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/akron-beacon-journal/20240915/281775634542946?srsltid=AfmBOoqlfcyq3Gvpo2XfqssFH9nJoPo1NzI4w7--_evbKNZ81RQZPOza
https://youtu.be/5keTUZ4L1K8?t=894
https://x.com/JudgeHawkins/status/1801644300805030242
https://x.com/JudgeHawkins/status/1801644300805030242
https://www.forbesforjustice.com/updates
https://ohiolife.org/ohio-right-to-life-announces-endorsements-for-ohio-supreme-court/
https://x.com/JudgeHawkins/status/1817904647803216248
https://www.ohiogop.org/ohio-gop-endorses-justice-joe-deters-judges-megan-shanahan-and-dan-hawkins-for-ohio-supreme-court/
https://ohiocpa.com/for-the-public/news/2024/10/25/meet-the-candidates-who-will-maintain-stability-integrity-and-fairness-on-ohio-s-highest-court
https://www.facebook.com/OhioPBA/photos/the-opba-endorses-judge-dan-hawkins-in-the-election-for-justice-of-the-ohio-supr/1101651465297894/?_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/OhioPBA/photos/the-opba-endorses-judge-dan-hawkins-in-the-election-for-justice-of-the-ohio-supr/1101651465297894/?_rdr
https://www.statenews.org/government-politics/2024-09-05/ohio-supreme-court-endorsements-are-rolling-in-abortion-looms-large
https://www.statenews.org/government-politics/2024-09-05/ohio-supreme-court-endorsements-are-rolling-in-abortion-looms-large
https://guides.vote/
http://www.vote411.org/
https://www.campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides
https://guides.vote/
https://www.facebook.com/guides.vote
https://twitter.com/guidesvote
https://www.instagram.com/guides.vote/

	Three out of the seven seats on the Ohio Supreme Court are up for election on November 5. The Court is composed of four Republican and three Democratic justices. One of the three races is for an open seat: vying for the position are Democrat Lisa Forb...
	The Ohio Supreme Court decides questions of state law that can have a significant impact. Some recent highlights:
	 Redistricting maps governing state House and Senate seats and Congressional seats in ways that favor Republican candidates have already come before the Ohio Supreme Court several times. Ohio voters will decide on a constitutional amendment this Nove...
	 The Court allowed the “Reproductive Freedom” amendment initiative to remain on the ballot in response to efforts to have it removed. Now that the constitutional protections for abortion access have gone into effect, the Court is expected to face leg...
	 A group of school districts is suing the state over the use of vouchers to fund private schools, saying the program is harming public education. The suit is before the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas and is expected to eventually reach the Ohi...

