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In the United States, we have two main levels of government: federal and state. They
share power, but they focus on different things. The federal government makes decisions
about issues that affect the entire country. This includes things like declaring war, printing
money, immigration, and working alongside other countries. They make rules that apply
to everyone in all 50 states, and their authority comes from the U.S. Constitution. 

State governments manage local issues. These include things like schools, driver’s
licenses, police, public safety, roads, and local business regulations. States can make their
own laws as long as those laws do not conflict with federal law. 

Both federal and state governments have three parts, or branches of government:
executive, legislative, and judicial. States can, however, organize their governments in
ways that reflect the needs of their people. Although federal and state governments
have different responsibilities, they work together to care for the United States and its
people.
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