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What Does the Sixth
Amendment Protect?

The 6th Amendment, often called the Right to a Fair Trial, protects people who
are accused of a crime. It became law in 1791 as part of the Bill of Rights. It
guarantees several important rights during a criminal trial. This amendment says
that anyone charged with a crime has the right to a speedy, public trial with a fair
jury made up of regular people, not the government. It also requires that the
accused must be told exactly what they are being charged with, be allowed to
see and question the witnesses against them, and bring in witnesses of their
own. Finally, it ensures that everyone has the right to a lawyer. If someone
cannot afford one, the court must provide one.
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