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What is the difference between a
Governor and a Lieutenant Governor ?

A Governor is the chief executive of a
state, responsible for overseeing the
executive branch of state government and
implementing state laws. Governors have
the power to sign or veto legislation,
appoint officials, and manage state
resources.

The Lieutenant Governor serves as the
second-in-command. The role of the
Lieutenant Governor varies by state, but
generally includes assuming the
Governor’s duties in their absence and
often presiding over the state Senate.

A Case Study: Virginia

In Virginia, the Lieutenant Governor is
elected at the same time as the Governor,
though they do not run as a joint ticket;
therefore, it is possible to have a Governor
and a Lieutenant Governor of different
political parties.

While Virginia limits the Governor to
serving only one four-year term, there is
no limit on the number of terms that the
Lieutenant Governor can serve.

Source: https://www.virginia.gov/agencies/office-of-the-
lieutenant-governor/ 
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