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ABORTION 
Ban or legal? 

Likely ban. Voted against codifying abortion rights 
in the New York State Constitution. Voted against 
providing “practical support for access to abortion 
care,” including reimbursement. Voted against a 
bill ensuring the legality of certain abortion drugs 
under New York law in the event of federal 
regulatory changes. 

Legal. Sponsored a bill to “restore the full 
protections of Roe v. Wade.” Sponsored a bill 
protecting interstate travel for abortion services. 
Opposes “attempts to restrict access to 
mifepristone,” an abortion drug. Says women 
should make their own “healthcare decisions.” 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Should climate change be a top 
priority?  

No. “We need to repeal the radical...climate law.” 
Sponsored a bill to “defund” the Office of 
Renewable Energy Siting: it pushes “massive solar 
projects into rural communities.” Voted against 
requiring fossil fuel companies to fund climate 
infrastructure. 
 

Yes. “Climate change is an existential threat.” 
Voted against ending Biden-era clean energy tax 
credits. Called for “federal investments in clean-
energy advanced manufacturing” in upstate NY. 
Would give “EPA the clear authority it needs...to 
combat climate change.” Would “eliminate 
subsidies for the fossil fuel industry.”  
 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
How to ensure effectiveness 
and fairness in law 
enforcement?  

Would “end cashless bail” and “restore judicial 
discretion.” Called for investing in “critical 
investigatory and prosecutorial resources” for 
“local Law enforcement.” Would “increase efforts 
and investments to end the opioid and mental 
health epidemics.” Voted against automatically 
sealing conviction records for certain crimes once 
a sentence is completed and an individual has 
remained a law abiding citizen for a required 
period of time.  

Supports ending “mandatory minimum sentences 
for non-violent drug offenses.” Would reform 
NY’s cashless bail policy. Supports “sealing 
records for certain non-violent offenses.” Called 
for “full funding” of a grant program to provide 
bulletproof vests for rural officers. Says “helping 
people find good jobs and housing after paying 
their debts” would “reduce recidivism.”  
 

ECONOMY 
Cut or increase government 
investment in, and regulation 
of, the economy? 

Mostly cut. Supports "streamlining...rulemaking 
and licensing practices.” Sponsored a bill to ease 
the “administrative burden” on businesses. 
Opposes “reckless spending.” Opposes “business-
crippling regulations.” Supports funding 
infrastructure and broadband access.  
 

Mostly increase. Supported $369 billion in clean 
energy investments; said it “will create good jobs 
in renewable energy.” Calls for “preserv[ing] and 
expand[ing] investments like the CHIPS & Science 
Act.” Calls for investing in rural infrastructure. 
Would cut “bureaucratic red tape to speed up 
local infrastructure projects.”  

ENVIRONMENT 
Loosen or tighten 
environmental regulation? 

Mixed. Sponsored a bill expanding Sullivan 
County’s ability to preserve farmlands. Voted 
against banning the sale of certain products with 
PFAS. Supports “regulatory reform” and 
“rationalizing the environmental review process.”  

Tighten. “We must do everything possible to 
protect [our environment].” Sponsored a bill to 
“force corporate polluters to pay” for PFAS 
contamination. Sponsored a bill to protect the 
Delaware River Basin. Sponsored a bill to expand 
“recycling infrastructure in rural communities.” 
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ISSUES OBERACKER (R) RILEY (D) 
GUN LAWS 
Loosen or tighten gun laws? 

Mostly loosen. Is “dedicated to defending” 2nd 
Amendment rights. Praised a Supreme Court 
decision rejecting NY’s law regulating concealed 
carry. Voted against a 10-day waiting period for 
gun purchases. Supports higher penalties for 
possessing “an illegal loaded handgun.”  

Tighten. Sponsored a bill requiring background 
checks for “firearm transfers between private 
parties.” Sponsored a bill requiring safe gun 
storage in residential homes. Opposed “weapons 
of war” in the streets. Said those “convicted of 
domestic violence...can’t have a gun.”  

HEALTHCARE 
Increase or decrease 
government support for 
healthcare? 

Mixed. Opposed a NY state single-payer health 
plan. Voted against a bill that sought to lower 
prescription prices and increase access to 
affordable drugs. Voted to eliminate insulin co-
pays. Supports increasing rural healthcare 
choices. 

Increase. “Healthcare should be a civil right.” 
Voted to extend Affordable Care Act subsidies for 
3 years. Sponsored a bill “empowering Medicare 
to negotiate” drug prices and cap “out-of-pocket 
prescription costs.” Sponsored a bill to fund rural 
hospitals: “It will help keep the doors open.” 

IMMIGRATION 
How to handle immigration?  

“I stand in support of those who come here 
legally.” Opposes sanctuary cities. Signed a letter 
to the NY governor saying, “local officials should 
have the option to decline hosting migrants.” 
Twice sponsored bills requiring local and state 
police to notify ICE when they arrest a noncitizen.  

Would “hire new border agents” to “deter illegal 
immigration.” Would “hire more immigration 
judges” to expedite asylum claims. Voted against 
increasing ICE funding by $75 billion, then against 
$70 billion more for DHS. Supports “a pathway to 
legal status” for those “following the rules.” 

IRAN WAR 
Support the war in Iran? 

Unclear. Calls Iran a “terrorist regime” and “a 
dangerous enemy of the United States.” Iran 
“cannot be allowed to have nuclear weapons.” On 
the ceasefire agreement in June: “If Iran honors 
this deal, it is excellent news.” 

No. Voted six times to require Congressional 
authorization for U.S. military action in Iran. “The 
senseless war in Iran needs to end.” Opposes 
sending “another generation...into an open-ended 
war in the Middle East with…no exit strategy.”  

LABOR 
Make it easier or harder for 
unions to organize workers? 

No position found. Opposed lowering the 
threshold for overtime pay for farmworkers. 
Voted against wage protections for employees 
investigating workplace violations. In 2020 said, “I 
look forward to…being an advocate for all our 
hard-working public employees.” 

Easier. “It should be easier to join a union and 
harder to bust one.” Sponsored the PRO Act, 
expanding and protecting employees’ organizing 
and bargaining rights. Voted to restore federal 
workers’ collective bargaining rights. Would 
“make union dues 100% tax deductible.”  

LGBTQ RIGHTS 
Limit or expand LGBTQ rights? 

Limit. Voted against a resolution for a New York 
constitutional amendment banning discrimination 
based on sexual orientation or gender identity. 
Voted against protecting access to transition-
related medical care for transgender minors. 

Expand. Sponsored a bill banning discrimination 
based on sexual orientation or gender identity. 
Sponsored a bill to fund suicide-prevention 
services for LGBTQ youth. “Will never stop 
fighting for equality” for “LGBTQ+ communities.”  

MINIMUM WAGE 
Raise the federal minimum 
from $7.25 per hour?  

Likely no. In 2023 sponsored a bill to delay 
increasing the NY minimum wage for 2 years. Said 
an increase would make it “even more expensive 
to do business here.” Would fight “against further 
minimum wage increases.” Would consider an 
increase if “the business community” is involved. 

Yes. “Nobody who works full time should live in or 
near poverty.” Supported New York raising its 
minimum wage: “Congress should do the same 
nationally.” Said “increasing  the federal minimum 
wage to match New York’s” would “put Upstate 
New York’s farmers on a level playing field.” 

TAXES 
Raise or lower taxes on 
corporations and wealthier 
individuals? 

Lower. Voted against extending a temporary tax 
rate increase for the highest earning income 
brackets. Supported increasing “the corporate tax 
threshold” and “lowering the rate.” Signed a 
pledge opposing “all tax increases.”  

Raise. Voted against extending the 2017 Trump 
tax cuts, which included the largest one-time cut 
in the corporate tax rate and large tax breaks for 
the wealthy. “The middle class needs a tax cut; 
billionaires and big corporations don’t.”  

VOTING RULES 
Make voting harder or easier? 

Mostly harder. Would “enact statewide voter ID.” 
Calls for election reforms that “ensure only 
eligible U.S. citizens are registered to vote.” Voted 
against expanding absentee ballot drop-off 
locations. Voted to prohibit voter suppression and 
election-related “deceptive practices.” 

Easier. Voted against requiring proof of 
citizenship to register to vote in a federal election 
and against voter ID. Opposes restrictions to mail-
in voting; they’d make voting harder “in our rural 
communities.” Supports requiring certain states 
to get preapproval for changes in voting practices. 

  

guides.vote is a nonpartisan effort to show where candidates stand. We do not support or oppose any political 
party or candidate. We have space for candidates polling 15% or more; use the QR code on the right for online 
versions, including links to credible sources and other candidates. Vote411.org offers guides to local races and 
how to vote. For campuses, see Campus Vote Project’s state-specific guides to student voting rules. 
 

©2026 guides.vote. 
All Rights Reserved. 

 

guides.vote | facebook/guides.vote | @guidesvote | instagram/guides.vote 
 

https://x.com/PeterforNY19/status/1838370574445257133
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2022/peter-oberacker/statement-senator-peter-oberacker
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/23/us/supreme-court-ny-open-carry-gun-law.html
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S4818
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2022/05/26/mid-hudson-valley-state-democrats-one-republican-back-state-plan-to-raise-the-age-for-some-weapon-purchases/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/18/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/18
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1564/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1564
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZfX32o1S2g&t=2475s
https://www.ithaca.com/opinion/guest_opinions/keeping-guns-out-of-the-hands-of-domestic-abusers-should-be-common-sense/article_5d133054-bffb-11ee-9152-3bf8ca9c891e.html
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/peter-oberacker/time-albany-respond-real-needs
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/press-release/attachment/2023_policy_agenda.pdf
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A01466&term=&Summary=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S1618
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2025/new-york-senate-passes-legislation-make-prescription-drugs-healthcare
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S504/amendment/A
https://www.cityandstateny.com/policy/2024/01/ny-senate-passes-prescription-drug-affordability-package/393781/
https://youtu.be/5RAPekglm3g?si=m9t-CCx5Qx0x01Bf&t=550
https://joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/11
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1834/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6166/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/6166/text
https://joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3063/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3063/text
https://www.wbng.com/2025/08/27/congressman-john-riley-co-sponsors-bill-keep-rural-hospitals-funded-after-proposed-cuts/
https://www.wbng.com/2025/08/27/congressman-john-riley-co-sponsors-bill-keep-rural-hospitals-funded-after-proposed-cuts/
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/peter-oberacker/senator-oberacker-calls-transparency-migrant-crisis
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/peter-oberacker/senator-oberacker-calls-transparency-migrant-crisis
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/LSB11321
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/peter-oberacker/senator-oberacker-calls-transparency-migrant-crisis
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S8533
https://legiscan.com/NY/sponsors/S02538/2025
https://joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-1/190
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1
https://www.npr.org/2026/04/13/nx-s1-5771608/immigration-congress-75-billion
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/214
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2
https://www.ithaca.com/news/ithaca/josh-riley-supports-the-laken-riley-act-he-also-supports-protecting-federal-funding-for-sanctuary/article_5ba11400-df50-11ef-a5ef-cf8dca747110.html
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2026/06/15/ryan-says-iran-deal-makes-us-less-safe/
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2026/06/15/ryan-says-iran-deal-makes-us-less-safe/
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2026/06/15/ryan-says-iran-deal-makes-us-less-safe/
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/85
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/114
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/170
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/199
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/282
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/307
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-concurrent-resolution/89
https://x.com/RepRileyNY/status/2085393484182114546
https://ithacavoice.org/2026/04/rep-riley-condemns-trumps-threats-against-iranian-civilians/
https://www.wbng.com/2022/11/01/ball-oberacker-discuss-infrastructure-farm-labor-thresholds-ahead-election-day/
https://dol.ny.gov/news/new-york-state-department-labor-reminds-new-yorkers-decrease-farm-worker-overtime-threshold-0
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S5254
https://web.archive.org/web/20221105194100/https:/www.peterforsenate51.com/press/nys-public-employees-federation-endorses-peter-oberacker
https://x.com/JoshRileyUE/status/1658200325839552512
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/20/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/20/text
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-1/332
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/2550
https://joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S108
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S2475/amendment/B
https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-politics-and-policy/new-york-governor-signs-safe-haven-law-transgender-youth-rcna91156
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/15/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/15
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5434/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/5434/text
https://x.com/JoshRileyUE/status/1666568465707311104
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S1072
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2023/04/27/mid-hudson-catskill-lawmakers-object-to-hochuls-17-minimum-wage-proposal/
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/peter-oberacker/time-albany-respond-real-needs
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/press-release/attachment/2023_policy_agenda.pdf
https://www.dailyfreeman.com/2023/01/20/boost-to-new-york-states-minimum-wage-not-embraced-by-state-sen-peter-oberacker-assemblyman-chris-tague/
https://web.archive.org/web/20221109182027/https:/joshrileyforcongress.com/home/#issues
https://web.archive.org/web/20221109182027/https:/joshrileyforcongress.com/home/#issues
https://web.archive.org/web/20221109182027/https:/joshrileyforcongress.com/home/#issues
https://web.archive.org/web/20241122202632/https:/joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S3009/amendment/C
https://taxnews.ey.com/news/2025-1100-new-york-governor-signs-budget-legislation-that-includes-various-tax-changes-affecting-businesses-and-individuals
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2023/peter-oberacker/time-albany-respond-real-needs
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/press-release/attachment/2023_policy_agenda.pdf
https://x.com/PeterforNY19/status/2078613252653605091
https://atr.org/about-the-pledge/
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-1/190
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2017/12/15/the-final-gop-tax-bill-is-complete-heres-what-is-in-it/
https://finance.yahoo.com/economy/policy/articles/trumps-tax-cuts-richest-5-103000993.html
https://joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://www.nysenate.gov/sites/default/files/file/2026-01/2026_savenyagenda_fullpolicy_final.pdf
https://x.com/PeterforNY19/status/2080367726472626501
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S610
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/S1085
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-1/102
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/22
https://www.npr.org/2026/02/19/nx-s1-5719252/trump-voting-save-america-act-explainer
https://www.congress.gov/votes/house/119-2/69
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/1383
https://radiocatskill.org/ny-19-check-in-rep-riley-on-mail-ballots-spring-frost-impact-on-fruit-farmers-and-nsyeg/
https://joshrileyforcongress.com/policy-positions/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/14
https://guides.vote/
https://www.vote411.org/
https://campusvoteproject.org/state-student-voting-guides/

